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Transportation Vulnerability of the Communiet Fer Eaet

It is believed thet the Boviet Union would have great diffioculty in
supporting military operations amywhers in Esst and Southeast Asis beosuse
the industrial regiona of the USSR are separated from areas of potential
hostilities in the Far Bast by transportation.routes of unusual length and
1imited capacities, which are wulnerable to military action. (As = matter
of fact, in the improbable event thet both the USSE and the US were to give
absolute top priority to the movement of supplies into these arees, the US
ocould move more equipment into any oontrolled area of the Far Bast than the
USSR oould move scross Siberia to any aree in the Far Fast, with the pos=
pible exception of Vladivostok., It 1s unlikely, bowever, that any of these
arsas will witness hostilities to which either power would be willing to
allocate the major portion of its industrial and military resources.)

The only large traffic artery scross Siberla to the Far Bast is the
Trans-Siberisn reilrosd, which would be essential in virtually any proe
tracted Sovietesupplied military operation of consequence in East or South-
esst Asia, According to present military estimates, this line could handle
22,600 tons per day of through wartime traffic from the Western USSR to
Viadivostok. The precise basig for this estimate is not imown. It is be-
lieved, however, that the principal limiting factor on the Trans Siberien
line ooncerns the quantity of rolling atock which the USSR has allocated
to Trans-Siberian traffic, rathor than the capacity of the facilities them~
selves, Consequently, thers may be a considerable flexibility upward in
the capacity of this line, For example, it is currently estimated that,
barring msjor combat damapge, traffic over the Trans-Siberian could be in-
ereased perhaps as much as 25 percent if the requisite rolling stock were
provided, Since thers is a substantial cepacity in the USSR for the pro-
duction of rolling stock and locomotives, the cspacity of the Trans-Siberian
railroad could be built up without disrupting traffic elsewhere in the Soviet
Union. Within limits, the USSR could increase capacity on this line immedi-
ately by withdrawing rolling stook snd locomotives from the remainder of
the Soviet network, in which cass a ten percent inoreanse in Trans-Siberian
cspacity, for example, might be atiained by the withdrawal of only sbout
one percent of the total rolling stock and losomotive inventories elsewhere,
(Rail capacity into Viadivostok could also be augmented by several thousand
tons daily by use of the Manchurian railroad system, provided the shipments
originated in Manchuria., On the assumption of an effective naval blockade,
no sppreciable supplies could be waterborne to the Viadivostok area, )

To other areas of potential hostilities to the South and Southwest
of Viadivoetok, Communist transport capabilities progressively decresse
snd any diversion of traffic through Manchuris from the Trens-Siberian
route to these arsas would proportionately decremse the capaoity for movee
ments to Viadivostok.
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AREA TONS PER DAYs

m— {Based on Transportation
Corps information)
Viadivostok | ' 22,500
Iarth Eorean border 12,500
?imtai#—’?e&ping 12,000
Shenghai-Nanking 3,000
Canton ' : 3,000
liuchow ‘ 2,000

*HOTE: These oapacities would not permit delivery of
the indicated quantitics to more than ona destination
8t any given time, Furthermore, they are not intended
to be precise computations, but are included merely to
indicate the approximete magnitude of the various capa~
oitles in question,

. The cepacity of the Trans-Siberian railroad far exceeds that of the
reil oonnections to the Manchurian-North Eorean bordser and the Trange
8iberian ia therefors not & controlling factor in the ability of the USSR
to move supplies to this area, There is no direct rail connsction from
the Vladivostok arse into Borth Korea., By using a oircuitous route from
Viedivostok via Hutenchiang, howsver, as well as the rall lines from the
Trans-Siberian through Manchurie to the North Korean border, a total rail
ospacity of an sstimm ted 12,500 tons would be available., This could be
ugnented by movements in minor quantities through the blockade in small
coastal vessels from the Viadivostok aréa, From the gsame source areas,
approximately the same quantity of supplies could be alternatively trens.
ported over the rail line through Mukden south into the Tientain-Peiping
ares,

For movenents further south, the restrioted capacity of the Chinese
reil line from Tientsin to the Shan ~Nanking area would 1imit rail
traffic to 8,000 tons per day. 'E‘gﬁifm‘f,oeo tons could be placed
in this ares Ly the use of Yangtze river craft Prom the Hotkow-yeil termi.
nud on the Peiping-Nenkow railroad. Furhtermore, unless the sgsumed

blookade of the China cosst were ccmpletely effeotive, this tonnage ocguld
be supplemented somewhat by amall vesssls in lomg-haul movemernts {up'wg;rds
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of 1,000 miles) slong the comst from Tientain south or from Centon and
Hong Boug north, Up to 3,000 tons of supplies could be placed into the
Canton area from the north over the Hankow-Canton rasilroad, possibly
suppiemented by some traffic moved by coastal shipping which might elude
s b}.ﬁckadag :

The nearest usable railhead for the support of hostilities in northe-
ern Indo-Chine which has through rail connections is loocated at Liuchow,
spproximetely 200 miles from the Indo-Chinese border. The Hankow-Liachow
reil line has & maximum capacity of about 2,000 tons per day, which prob-
ably excseds cxistent overland transport cepabilities from the railhead
to forward combail areas scross the border, (Although thers ie snother
rail line leading south toward the Indo~-Chinese border from Kumaming, this
line does not extsnd sn appreciable distance above Kunming and does not
connect with the remsinder of the Chinese rail network.,) It is likely
that small sdditionel quantities of supplies could be moved along the
coast by sea for military operations in northern Indo-China,

FPor operations further west in the Burma ares, it ip estimated that
about 600 tonrs per day ocould be truocked Trom Euneing over thes Furma Foad,
the only imporitant supply route in this srea. It is unlikely, however,
that such & volume of goods could be moved overland from Soviet or ¥m«
churian sources as far as Xumaing, In the Assam ares, morsover, the
mountain paseos are seversl hundred miles removed from the nearest Chinese
road system and through traffic from the Soviet Unlon soross Tibet would
be limited to & maximum of 100 tons deily. Still further west, for pose
sible operstions into Nepal and India, the comsunications Trom the USSR
through Sinkiang snd TIhet are virtually useless for any sppreciable
volume of traffic on a susteined basis. Although supply movements could
theoretically be made scross caravan routes in this arcs, in mosit of
which motor transport is not possibls, the diffioulties would be so great
that the volume of goods whioh could be moved would probably not resch
180 tons per day.

Although motor transport routes in South Chine leading to South Asia
are of little economic importance, their military sigoificence is dispro-
portionate to the relatively small volume of joods whioh can be moved over
them. This stems from the fact that they constitute the only means of
transportation {except air) scross China's southern border, there being no
trans=border rail conneotions, The Chinese Communists, in faot, have ex-
pended considerable effort to improve and expand roed trensport in this
area, presumably for military purposes.

Logistics) operstions by rail from the USBR %o some areas of Fast
Asie could be supplemented somewhat by truck movements. There are, for
exwmaple, five highways orossing the Soviet-Manchurisn dorder which have
an estimated aggregate capacity of 1800 tons per day. Two other highways
from the USSR, through Ulen Bator and Manchoull respectiwvely, cculd de-
liver an sdditional 200 tons, with the possillity that this capacity
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oculd be materially increased by difficult and time-consuming improve=
wments involving the allocation of mejor military pereonnel and materiel
resources., The only other border crossing usable by motor vehicles is
the route from Alma Ata Yo Lanchow in central Chinms over which, ascord-
ing to & Britiah estimate, as much as 400 tons & dpy eculd be trucked.
This quentity of zoods, however, would not normally affect the logistic
situation in any areas of potential hostilities, since these areas have
no prectical overland transport connections with Lanchow,

- With & sufficiently high priority, & concentrated airlift opsration
sould be organized from remote reglons of the USSR to virtually any ares
of potential hostilities in the Par East. On a shorter haul snd with
pre-arranged fuel supplies, it is estimated that & Plset of 300 Soviet
twin-engine transport aircraft could deliver about 5,150 tons per month,
for example, from Pelping to the Kunming ares. A sustained long-range
8irlift operation, however, would bs wirtually prohiditive for the USSR,
in view of the mmbaer of sairoraft which would have to be allocated for
the operation, =3 well as the serious problems ocnnected with fuel supply.

- Only through movements of supplies from major sources inm the Soviet
Union have been disoussed above and the problen has therefore been cone
sidered only in its broadest terms. Regionel and loocal supply operations
oould be conducted by warious improvised means, ranging from shorter-haul
sirlifts down to extensive use of human and snimal eerriers. The fore-
going discussion, furthermore, doss not reflect the possibilitiss of
stockpiling military equipment in the Fer Esst prior to hostilities, nor
probable damage to facilitiee end installetions during hostilities.

Approved For Relea&%ﬁh? : CIA-RDP75-00662R000100060043-1



